IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


In re Application of 


Steve J. Aram et al 


Group Art Unit: 


Application No. N/A 


Attorney Docket No.: 4004-001 


Filed: January 29, 20004 : 

Title: SURGICAL INSTRUMENT AND RELATED METHODS 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 


Pursuant to the duty of disclosure, Applicant is herewith bringing to the attention of the 
Examiner, certain items of information about which he is aware. Submission of this information 
is not to be construed as an admission that it is material, or even relevant. Furthermore, it should 
be noted that the information is being submitted in no particular order. 

A Form PTO-1449 is enclosed for the convenience of the Examiner however copies of 
the U.S. references have not been included as this U.S. patent application was filed after June 30, 
2003 pursuant to the United States Patent and Trademark Office OG Notice of August 5, 2003. 

It is believed that no charges are due for this submission since this statement is being, 
filed prior to the first action on the merits in this case. However, if this is incorrect, please debit 
Account No. 50-0548 and notify the undersigned. 


Sir: 
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